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matter of the Fuggle Hop ; Indeed, his share in the business
was added to Claude's burden. " Pore Mr. Patrick! to be
led astray by you, just when he was getting on so sober/*
snapped Miss Wellings, who had always been ready to look
on Patrick's weaknesses from the family point of view.

That was the month of weaning. The Iambs were taken
from the ewes, and for days the fields were Ramah. If the
dumb brutes suffer so, thought Claude, what must be the
lot of human mothers when their children are taken from
them ? He wondered whether Emily had cried much when
her child died ; she seemed to cry far more easily now than
when she was at school. Perhaps she was not so wretched
as the ewes, for if her child had lived, it would have been
an additional barrier between her and the comparative
independence of a governess's life. As things were, she
would be free to go out into the world and earn her living
as soon as her health allowed. But when would her health
allow ? And even if she disobeyed the doctor's orders, no
one would give work to this woman, who was sick when she
ate, and staggered when she walked. She must stay at
home, on scanty pastures, like the ewes ; perhaps one day
she would forget her sorrow, even as they forgot.

It was on the tenth of June, or, according to the new
reckoning, a week after Claude made a beast of himself,
that Blackinan told James he was anxious about Prince
Harold. The wound on his hock was beginning to heal, and
the vet. had not been round for a couple of days, but his
face had a strange drawn expression, and he held his head
stiffly, with the nose poked out and the neck ewed. His
breathing, also, seemed difficult.

James at once sent a plough-boy for the vet. He was
always inclined to be nervous about Prince Harold, of
whom he was more proud than of all the rest of Ms stock
put together. The Prince had that spring taken a first
prize at the Sussex County Show, and James had paid his
price twice over in prize-money and hiring fees. As for
Claude, he felt anxious lest the animal's condition should be
due to the wound he had received through Ms carelessness.